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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of tine following informalities: page 2 
contains a reference to the claim numbers. Because claim numbers change during 
prosecution it is improper to reference claim numbers in the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "the marginal region of the filter material 
encompassed in the frame". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. The marginal region is not clearly defined as to what structurally defines this 
region. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a whtten description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
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described in tlie specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. If 
the intermediate layer contained an aperture then the filter material would essentially be 
bypassed, the membrane would leak and the filter would be inoperative. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4. 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated bv 
Goudaliez EP 0526678. 

Regarding claim 1 , Goudaliez teaches a filter comprising: an outer sheath (9, 
10), at least one intermediate layer (12), an inlet chamber (13) in communication with an 
inlet (15), an outlet chamber (14) in communication with an outlet (16), a filter material 
(1 1 ) separates the inlet chamber from the outlet chamber and the filter material is 
encompassed between the outer sheath and the intermediate layer (fig. 2, 4, abstract) 

Regarding claims 2-4, 6, 10 and 13, the outer sheath is made of flexible material 
(abstract); the outer sheath consists of two parts (9, 10) welded to one another 
(abstract); the filter material is encompassed between the outer sheath on the inlet side 
and the intermediate layer (fig. 2, 4); the intermediate layer consists of flexible material 
(abstract); a plurality of intermediate layers (17, 18) are provided (fig. 2, 4); and the 
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outlet consists of a cylindrical stub which is welded to the outer sheath and whose 
longitudinal axis extends in a plane which extends parallel to the plane formed by the 
filter material and is offset with respect to it (fig. 2). 

5. Claims 1-6. 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Lynn et al. US 2003/0209479. 

Regarding claim 1 , Lynn teaches a filter comprising: an outer sheath (b, d), at 
least one intermediate layer (the middle layer shown in figure 4), which is a component 
of a frame, an inlet chamber in communication with an inlet, an outlet chamber in 
communication with an outlet, a filter material (28) separating the inlet chamber from the 
outlet chamber, the filter material is encompassed between the outer sheath and the 
intermediate layer (fig. 4, 5). 

Regarding claims 2-6, 1 1 and 12, Lynn further teaches the outer sheath is made 
of a flexible material (abstract); the outer sheath consists of two parts welded to one 
another the filter material encompassed between one of these parts and the 
intermediate layer (abstract, fig. 4, 5); the filter material is encompassed between the 
outer sheath on the inlet side and the intermediate layer (fig. 4, 5); the filter material is 
welded to the outer sheath and the intermediate layer (fig. 5, paragraph 92); the 
intermediate layer consists of a flexible material (paragraph 50); the filter material is 
elliptic in its plan view (paragraph 56); and the inlet consists of a stub (a) which is 
welded to the outer sheath and which has two limbs which are arranged at right angles 
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to one another and of which the limb welded to the outer sheath extends substantially 
perpendicular from the outer sheath (fig. 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goudaliez '678 or Lynn '479 in view of Pall US 4 976 861 . 

Goudaliez and Lynn teach the filter of claim 1 but do not teach the filter material 
being pressed or needled. Pall teaches a filter comprising a filter material that is 
needled (col. 20, lines 46-54). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to use a needled filter material because a 
needled filter provides easy entry and good retention (col. 21, lines 5-15). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Regarding claim 7, the prior art of Goudaliez '678 teaches a first inwardly 
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disposed welding seam connecting tine intermediate layer to the filter material and a 
second outwardly disposed welding seam that connects the intermediate layer to the 
outer sheath. Gourdaliez does not teach the first seam connecting the filter material to 
the intermediate layer and to the outer sheath. Lynn '479 teaches a first inwardly 
disposed welding seam connecting the filter material to the intermediate layer and to the 
outer sheath and a second outwardly disposed welding seam that connects the outer 
sheath. Lynn does not teach the second seam connecting the intermediate layer to the 
outer sheath. It would not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine these teachings to have the first seam connect the filter material to both the 
intermediate layer and the outer sheath and to have a second seam to connect the 
intermediate layer to the outer sheath. 

Claim 9 is allowable as depending from claim 7. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BENJAMIN KURTZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-821 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 

8:00am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Sample can be reached on 571-272-1376. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Benjamin Kurtz 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 

1/31/08 /BK/ 

/Krishnan S Menon/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



